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PROF. SOM DATT BATTU

Prof. Som Datt Battu is a renowned musicologist and composer.

2. Born on 11" April, 1938 in the family of musicians, Prof. Battu imbibed the rich musical
tradition of the North Region at an early age. He started training under his father Pt. Ram Lai Battu
of Shyam Chaurasi Gharana. He is a disciple of Pandit Kunj Lal Sharma of Gwalior Gharana and
Prof. K.S. Chakravarty of Punjab Gharana. He also had a privilege to learn under the tutelage of Pt.
Kundan Lal Sharma, disciple of Ustad Ashiq Ali Khan Saheb of Patiala Gharana. He has dedicated
his entire life to music starting from the age of 5 years. He taught classical music in different
colleges/Universities and other institutes for more than 40 years and at the age of 86 he still
continues training his disciples world over.

3 In the world of Indian music, Prof. Battu's legacy is always assessed by his role as a guru. As
a musician trained by three gharanas, he has disseminated his repertoire freely, a passionate Guru
who has guided countless 'shishyas' on the true path of music, without having ever charged a penny
for the lessons imparted to his disciples. He always considered his Government salary and pension
thereafter as adequate and never considered music lessons as 'tuitions' but looked upon them as
'Gyan- Daan' to his disciples. A true flag-bearer of our ancient musical traditions. He has compiled a
priceless collection of traditional classical bandishes in the Punjabi language which has been
published by the Punjabi University Patiala.

4, As a composer, Prof. Battu received the H.P. State Police Award for composing Martial songs
for Army, Navy, Air force, whose lyrics were composed by Late Sh. Aminuddin Ahmed Khan, former
Governor of H.P. He composed the Martial Tune for the Corps of Signals which has been adopted as
its Core song abandoning the old British Tune. The lyrics have been composed by Anand Bakshi,
renowned film lyricist.

S. Prof. Battu's achievements in the field of music as a writer have been recognized by Indian
Institute of Advanced Studies, Shimla, which brought out a book on music in the year 1992, titled
'Man and Music in India'. In this volume, papers by top ten musicologists of the country were
selected for publication and his work was included among those ten. Indian Institute of Advanced
Studies, Shimla organized a seminar on modern trends in various fields of humanities where he had
the opportunity to present a paper on 'Modern trend in Music' which was thereafter published by the
Indian Institute of Advance Studies. He has showcased our music abroad through ICCR, performed
for AIR and stage concerts for over 50 years.

6. Prof. Battu has been honoured with several awards over the years for his contribution in the
field of folk and classical music, including the Sangeet Kala Ratna conferred by the All India Hindu
Vishwa Dharma Sammelan in 1975; The Dr. Yashwant Singh Parmar Award conferred by Sirmour
Kala Sangam, Himachal Pradesh in 2001; The Lifetime Achievement Award conferred by Punjabi
Academy, Government of Delhi in 2012; The Sangeet Martand Award conferred by Arvind Kala
Kendra in 2014; The Sardar Sohan Singh Samriti Award conferred by Punjabi University, Patiala in
2014, Akashvani Sangeet Sammelan Award in 2014 for being the senior most artiste of repute since
\1955, the Punjab Sangeet Rattan Award in 2015, the Himachal Gaurav Puraskar in 2016 and the/

Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the year 2018.
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