
PROF. SOM DATT BATTU

 Prof. Som Datt Battu is a renowned musicologist and composer.
2. Born on 11  April, 1938 in the family of musicians, Prof. Battu imbibed the rich musical th

tradition of the North Region at an early age. He started training under his father Pt. Ram Lai Battu 
of Shyam Chaurasi Gharana. He is a disciple of Pandit Kunj Lal Sharma of Gwalior Gharana and 
Prof. K.S. Chakravarty of Punjab Gharana. He also had a privilege to learn under the tutelage of Pt. 
Kundan Lal Sharma, disciple of Ustad Ashiq Ali Khan Saheb of Patiala Gharana. He has dedicated 
his entire life to music starting from the age of 5 years. He taught classical music in different 
colleges/Universities and other institutes for more than 40 years and at the age of 86 he still 
continues training his disciples world over.
3. In the world of Indian music, Prof. Battu's legacy is always assessed by his role as a guru. As 
a musician trained by three gharanas, he has disseminated his repertoire freely, a passionate Guru 
who has guided countless 'shishyas' on the true path of music, without having ever charged a penny 
for the lessons imparted to his disciples. He always considered his Government salary and pension 
thereafter as adequate and never considered music lessons as 'tuitions' but looked upon them as 
'Gyan- Daan' to his disciples. A true flag-bearer of our ancient musical traditions. He has compiled a 
priceless collection of traditional classical bandishes in the Punjabi language which has been 
published by the Punjabi University Patiala. 
4. As a composer, Prof. Battu received the H.P. State Police Award for composing Martial songs 
for Army, Navy, Air force, whose lyrics were composed by Late Sh. Aminuddin Ahmed Khan, former 
Governor of H.P. He composed the Martial Tune for the Corps of Signals which has been adopted as 
its Core song abandoning the old British Tune. The lyrics have been composed by Anand Bakshi, 
renowned film lyricist. 
5. Prof. Battu's achievements in the field of music as a writer have been recognized by Indian 
Institute of Advanced Studies, Shimla, which brought out a book on music in the year 1992, titled 
'Man and Music in India'. In this volume, papers by top ten musicologists of the country were 
selected for publication and his work was included among those ten. Indian Institute of Advanced 
Studies, Shimla organized a seminar on modern trends in various fields of humanities where he had 
the opportunity to present a paper on 'Modern trend in Music' which was thereafter published by the 
Indian Institute of Advance Studies. He has showcased our music abroad through ICCR, performed 
for AIR and stage concerts for over 50 years.
6. Prof. Battu has been honoured with several awards over the years for his contribution in the 
field of folk and classical music, including the Sangeet Kala Ratna conferred by the All India Hindu 
Vishwa Dharma Sammelan in 1975; The Dr. Yashwant Singh Parmar Award conferred by Sirmour 
Kala Sangam, Himachal Pradesh in 2001; The Lifetime Achievement Award conferred by Punjabi 
Academy, Government of Delhi in 2012; The Sangeet Martand Award conferred by Arvind Kala 
Kendra in 2014; The Sardar Sohan Singh Samriti Award conferred by Punjabi University, Patiala in 
2014, Akashvani Sangeet Sammelan Award in 2014 for being the senior most artiste of repute since 
1955, the Punjab Sangeet Rattan Award in 2015, the Himachal Gaurav Puraskar in 2016 and the 
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award for the year 2018.

Padma Shri

16



çks- lkse nRr cV~Vw

 V~Vwçks- lkse nRr c  ,d lqçfl) laxhrK vkSj laxhrdkj gSaA

2 ] V~Vw - 11 vçSy  1938 dks laxhrdkj ifjokj esa tUes] çks- c us de mez esa gh mÙkj Hkkjr dh le`) laxhr ijaijk dks 
vkRelkr dj fy;k FkkA mUgksaus ';ke pkSjklh ?kjkus ds vius firk ia- jke yky c  ds lkfUuè; esa çf'k{k.k 'kq: fd;kA og  V~Vw
Xokfy;j ?kjkus ds ia- dqat yky 'kekZ vkSj iatkc ?kjkus ds çks- ds-,l- pØorÊ ds f'k"; gSaA mUgsa ifV;kyk ?kjkus ds mLrkn 
vkf'kd vyh [kku lkgc ds f'k"; ia- dqanu yky 'kekZ dh N=Nk;k esa lh[kus dk lkSHkkX; Hkh feykA mUgksaus 5 lky dh mez ls gh 
viuk iwjk thou laxhr ds fy, leÆir dj fn;k gSA mUgksaus 40 ls vfèkd o"kks± rd fofHkUu egkfo|ky;ksa@foÜofo|ky;ksa vkSj 
vU; laLFkkuksa esa 'kkL=h; laxhr fl[kk;k vkSj 86 o"kZ dh vk;q esa og vkt Hkh nqfu;k Hkj esa vius f'k";ksa dks çf'k{k.k ns jgs gSaA

3  V~Vw - Hkkjrh; laxhr dh nqfu;k esa] çks- c dh fojklr dks ges'kk ,d xq# ds :i esa mudh Hkwfedk ls vkadk tkrk gSA rhu 
?kjkuksa ls çf'kf{kr laxhrdkj ds :i esa] mUgksaus vius xhr&laxhr dks Lora= :i ls yksxksa rd igqapk;k gS] og ,d ,sls mRlkgh 
xq# gSa ftUgksaus laxhr ds lgh ekxZ ij vufxur *f'k";ksa* dk ekxZn'kZu fd;k gS vkSj laxhr f'k{kk ds fy, vius f'k";ksa ls dHkh 
dksÃ iSlk ugÈ fy;kA mUgksaus ges'kk vius ljdkjh osru vkSj mlds ckn isa'ku dks i;kZIr ekuk vkSj laxhr dh f'k{kk dks dHkh Hkh 
*Vîw'ku* ds :i esa ugÈ ekuk] cfYd vius f'k";ksa ds fy, laxhr dks *Kku&nku* ekukA og gekjh çkphu laxhr ijaijkvksa ds lPps 
èotokgd sA mUgksaus iatkch Hkk"kk esa ikjaifjd 'kkL=h; cafn'kksa dk ,d vueksy laxzg ladfyr fd;k gS ftls iatkch gSa
foÜofo|ky; ifV;kyk us çdkf'kr fd;k gSA

4 V~Vw - laxhrdkj ds :i esa] çks- c dks Fky lsuk] ukSlsuk] ok;q lsuk ds fy, tks'k ls Hkjs ;q) xhrksa dh jpuk ds fy, fgekpy 
çns'k jkT; iqfyl iqjLdkj feyk] ftlds cksy fgekpy çns'k ds jkT;iky LoxÊ; Jh vehuqíhu vgen [kku us fy[ks FksA iwoZ 
mUgksaus dksj v‚Q flXuy ds fy, ek'kZy Vîwu dh jpuk dh] ftls iqjkuh fczfV'k Vîwu dks cnydj blds dksj xhr ds :i esa 
viuk;k x;k gSA xkus ds cksy e'kgwj xhrdkj vkuan c['kh us fy[ks gSaA 

5 V~Vw - ,d ys[kd ds :i esa laxhr ds {ks= esa çks- c dh miyfCèk;ksa dks Hkkjrh; mUur vè;;u laLFkku] f'keyk }kjk lEeku 
fn;k x;k gS] ftlus o"kZ 1992 esa laxhr ij ,d iqLrd çdkf'kr dh] ftldk 'kh"kZd Fkk *eSu ,aM E;wftd bu bafM;k*A bl iqLrd 
esa] ns'k ds 'kh"kZ nl laxhrdkjksa ds ys[kksa dks çdk'ku ds fy, pquk x;k Fkk vkSj muds dke dks mu nl esa 'kkfey fd;k x;k FkkA 
Hkkjrh; mUur vè;;u laLFkku] f'keyk us ekufodh ds fofHkUu {ks=ksa esa vkèkqfud #>kuksa ij ,d laxks"Bh dk vk;kstu fd;k] 
tgka mUgsa *laxhr esa vkèkqfud çof̀Ùk* ij viuk isij çLrqr djus dk volj feyk] ftls ckn esa Hkkjrh; mUur vè;;u laLFkku 
}kjk çdkf'kr fd;k x;kA mUgksaus vkÃlhlhvkj ds ekè;e ls fons'kksa esa gekjk laxhr igqapk;k gS] 50 ls vfèkd o"kks± rd 
vkdk'kok.kh ds fy, vkSj LVst d‚UlVZ esa laxhr dk;ZØeksa dk eapu fd;k gSA

6 V~Vw - çks- c dks o"kks± ls yksd vkSj 'kkL=h; laxhr ds {ks= esa muds ;ksxnku ds fy, dÃ iqjLdkjksa ls lEek fur fd;k 
x;k gS] ftuesa o"kZ 1975 esa vf[ky Hkkjrh; Çgnw foÜo èkeZ lEesyu dk laxhr dyk jRu( o"kZ 2001 esa fljekSj dyk laxe] 
fgekpy çns'k dk M‚- ;'koar Çlg ijekj iqjLdkj( o"kZ 2012 esa iatkch vdkneh] fnYyh ljdkj dk ykbQVkbe 
vphoesaV vokMZ( o"kZ 2014 esa vjÇon dyk dsaæ dk laxhr ekr±M iqjLdkj( o"kZ 2014 esa iatkch foÜofo|ky;] ifV;kyk dk 
ljnkj lksgu Çlg Le`fr iqjLdkj] 1955 ls [;kfr çkIr lcls ofj"B dykdkj ds :i esa o"kZ 2014 esa vkdk'ko k.kh laxhr 
lEesyu iqjLdkj] o"kZ 2015 esa iatkc laxhr jru iqjLdkj] o"kZ 2016 esa fgekpy xkSjo iqjLdkj vkSj o"kZ  2018 ds fy, 
laxhr ukVd vdkneh iqjLdkj Hkh 'kkfey gSaA
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